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Sir: 

1. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98, and in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the 
Office's attention is directed to the patents, publications and other information listed on the 
attached PTO-1449. Regarding the document(s), publication(s) or other information listed on the 
attached PTO-1449, Applicant believes the same may qualify as "prior" art to this application and 
should be treated accordingly, although Applicant(s) reserve(s) the right to contest the prior art 
status of any document, publication or information cited herein. 

2. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b) this Statement is being sent before the mailing date 
of a first Office action on the merits. 
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J. Nicholas Gross, Attorney at Law 
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Attorney for Applicant(s) 



January 14, 2002 
1385 Mission St 
Suite 240 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Tel. (415) 551-8298 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service, postage 
prepaid, to the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, this 14 th day of January 2002. 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 
901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 
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Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



